Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 29th September 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON TUESDAY 27th OCTOBER 2026

Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr Done  (Chairman)
Cllr C Hall
Cllr C Harvey
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr Parry
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]Mr. M. Donkin  Clerk to the Council


	1 Apologies for absence  
                     County Cllr Arwel Jones


	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2026 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Jones, seconded by Cllr Savage and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1   Ref: item 4.1.  Olive Nialls’ Bench
The Chairman confirmed that the bench is still at the Golf Club but that he, with the help of the groundsman at the golf club will have it in position shortly.
ACTION:  Chairman

4.2.  Ref: item 6.1.  Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
The Clerk reported that he has heard from Reply from Beate Thierbach Planning Officer (Enforcement)
She has been out on site and spoken to the owner and advised him that the access should not be used and is to be closed.  He was given a week to confirm this has been done.  Ms Thierbach will follow this up to confirm that action has been taken but asks the Community Council to let her know if the order is breached again.
4.3.  Ref: item 4.3.   Bus stop shelter
Cllr Parry said that, following his meeting with councillors, our MP Steve Witherden has written to Powys County Council supporting the need for a bus shelter in the village. The Clerk reminded the meeting that it is planned that Transport for Wales will take over the provision of bus shelters. Cllr Parry said that he had had a meeting with TFW who confirmed that they will be taking responsibility for bus stops but that there is no confirmed date for when this will happen.
4.4.  Ref item 12.1   Informal meeting with MP, Steve Witherden. 
The Chairman said that the meeting had gone well and was productive. Among the areas discussed were:-
· The need for a bus shelter
· Speeding and the need for enforcement 
· Problems with the Dolphin car park.

In relation to speeding and other crimes, Cllr Parry informed the meeting that there are only 11 patrol officers for the whole of Powys and that two of these are based at Welshpool. The Chairman said that there was a variety of things that Powys County Council could do to discourage speeding that need not involve the police.

4.5. Ref: item 4.7   PCSO 
The Clerk reported that PCSO Sarah Pocock has now returned from maternity leave and after a short time updating herself will be undertaking her duties. The Community Council asked that PCSO Pocock be invited to attend the next meeting.
ACTION:  Clerk

4.6. Ref: item 7.10  Council notice board
The Chairman said that he had not been able to remove the notice board but this will be done shortly.
ACTION:  Chairman
   

	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 23rd July  2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 9963.27 The second tranche of the Precept (£4831.00) was paid on 28th August
Current account:   	 £ 686.16 A VAT repayment of £534.31 were received on 11th September
Pension account  	 £ 71.39

5.2  Clerk’s Salary Award
Council received the report in the papers for the meeting which stated that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2026 until 31st March 2027. The Clerk confirmed that the increase is in line with the budget figure of £6300 approved in November 2025.  

Council agreed to implement the award backdated to 1st April 2026.

5.3  Approval of Payments
· External Audit Fee 2024 / 25  - £254.72
· TEEC  -  website hosting £583.19
The Clerk tabled the following which had been received after the papers had been dispatched.
· Llanymynech Village Hall – Rent for the September 26 meeting  £24.00

Payment of the above items was approved.



	 6. Planning  
6.1.    There were no planning applications for consideration this month.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
TA session for councillors to view the progress of the work at the new Walls Bridge site has been arranged for Saturday 3rd October at 10.00am. The following councillors intimated that they would attend:-
Cllrs  Done, Hall, Harvey, James, Jones, and Parry. The Clerk said that he would confirm the numbers with Mr Richard Joyce of the canal & Rivers Trust.
ACTION:  Clerk

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
This item was deferred until the next meeting

7.3.   Vacancy on the Council
.No change

7.4.   Littering Poster Competition
Cllr Parry said that the School Governors would be meeting on 30th September when he would raise the matter. The Chairman confirmed that the winning entry would receive a small prize and the winner would have his/her name on the poster.
ACTION:  Cllr Parry

7.5.  Issues in Tan-y-Foel
Council noted the response from County Cllr Matthew Dorrance, Deputy Leader of the Council, as set out in the papers for the meeting. 

The Chairman said that dog fouling outside the flats in Tan-y-Foel is still very bad. The green outside the flats should be a safe place for children to play but, in addition to the dog fouling, it is now being used as a car park. A clear demarcation of the area into a children’s play area and a dog exercising area should be made. 

Cllr Savage reported that a resident had told her that one could still hear dogs barking and howling. The Clerk noted that there had been a meeting with officers between Powys County Council and residents but that some residents had stayed away as they did not have confidence that a positive outcome would result.

The Clerk pointed out that the crux of the matter is the provision of firm evidence of the nuisance being caused. One resident had provided a video but it could not be opened. He asked if Council felt that a meeting of the Council and residents of Tan-y-Foel would be helpful.

It was agreed that residents would be invited to attend a meeting at Llanymynech Village Hall at 6.00pm on Tuesday 24th November. This would be an unofficial meeting before the November Council meeting at 7.00pm. It was thought that this would give ample time for residents to amass evidence which should be brought to the meeting. The Community Council could then submit this to the County Council.

At the last meeting County Cllr Arwel Jones said that the provision of dog bins by Powys would depend on the road being on the P.C.C. collection route. He would investigate this. However, in the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones there was no information on this. The Clerk had followed up on the provision of dog bag dispensing stations. The results were sent with the papers for the meeting. The opinion of councillors was that they are too expensive and there was no guarantee of them being used or, if used, emptied.

7.6. Closure of Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant GP Branch surgery
The Chairman asked the opinion of councillors on this matter and all were opposed to the closure. The Clerk had appended a draft letter to the papers for the meeting to be sent to key people at the Welsh Government and the Powys Teaching Health Board as set out below:-

Sennedd Cabinet
· Rt Hon Rhun ap Iorwerth MS First Minister of Wales 
· Mabon ap Gwynfor MS Cabinet Minister for Health and Care 
· Llyr Gruffydd MS Cabinet Minister for Rural Resilience and Sustainability 
· Nerys Evans MS Deputy Minister for Public and Preventative Health
· Delyth Jewell MS Deputy Minister for Social Care, Mental Health and Women’s Health 

Constituency MSs
Plaid Cymru
· Siân Gwenllian
· Mabon ap Gwynfor
· Beca Brown
· Elwyn Vaughan [1]
Reform UK
· Andrew Griffin
· Claire Johnson-Wood 

PTHB
· Dr Charles Cooper Chair
· Rhiannon Beaumont-Wood Vice Chair
· Hayley Thomas  Chief Executive
· Elaine Lorton  Executive Director Primary, Community Care and Mental Health

The Chairman said that he would like information on the costs of running the branch surgery. No figures had been given at the recent public meeting.

The Clerk agreed to amend his latter to include this point. It was agreed that the letter be sent.
ACTION:  Clerk

7.7.    Donation requests
7.7.1.  St. Agatha’s church clock
Council received a request from St. Agatha’s Parish Church for assistance with the maintenance of the church clock. In previous years this has been shared between the Community Council and Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council. Council decided to fund half the cost i.e. £83




7.7.2. Wales Air Ambulance
The Clerk tabled a request from Wales Air Ambulance. Council decided that, with regret, it was not able to make a donation this year.

7. 8.   Village Shop
Following concerns about the Village Shop, in particular the large signs which the Council believes have been erected without planning permission and are regarded as inappropriate given that the shop is a Grade 2 listed building and is in the conservation area the Clerk contacted CADW for advice. The Clerk reported that CADW had advised him to contact Powys County Council’s Conservation Officer. He has done this and is awaiting a reply.

7. 9.  Crime Reduction Strategy
With the return of Ms Sarah Pocock, Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) from maternity leave, Cllr Harvey suggested that the Council works with the PCSO to develop a crime reduction strategy. Having some experience in this field Cllr Harvey offered to take on the role. The Chairman welcomed the initiative and referred to the continuing problem of speeding in the village.

The Clerk was asked to invite Ms Pocock to a Council meeting and to put Cllr Harvey in touch with her.
ACTION:  Clerk

7.10 County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
In his absence County Cllr Arwel Jones submnitt4ed the following report:-

Quarter One results to June 2026 are out. An underspend of some £2m to date. A lot of expenditure is not regular, and this figure can vary significantly.

Had a meeting with Elaine Lorton of the PTHB regarding the proposed closure of the Llanrhaeadr Doctors Surgery. The Consultation closed on the 30th September, They will go away and analyse the responses and a decision should be known by the end of November. Main issues discussed location, pressure on the remaining surgeries in Llanfyllin and Four Crosses. Lack of public transport for elderly residents to access appointments and pick up medication.

Potholes, a new machine is now operating in North Powys, and we should see some improvements. Attending a Highways meeting on the 7th October to discuss the Winter Maintenance programme and its proposed changes. 

7.11.	Social media activity for the Council	(standing item)  	(Cllrs Hall & Parry)
Nothing to report
Item 8		Amenities		
8.1 	Walls Bridge
The Chairman wished to record his thanks to the Council’s grounds maintenance contractors for the work they have done in cutting back vegetation.

The broken gate to the playground is still outstanding but will be repaired shortly.

Cllr Savage asked about Landscaping once the Walls Bridge project has been concluded. The Clerk said that much depended on whether the playground would remain in its current location. The Canal & Rivers Trust had given an area on the other side of the canal, some of which might be used for a new playground.

8.2.	Football Field
Nothing to report

Item 9		Highways and Byways    
9.1.	Road Repairs & Potholes
County Cllr Arwel Jones has referred the following matters below to the Highways Department. The responses from councillors are appended in blue text.

1. Overgrown hedge on Chapel Lane just off the A483. Longstanding issue.
This has been done but a lot of mess was left which should be cleared up.
2. Junction white lining to be renewed Tan y Foel onto Chapel Lane.
Some white lining has been done but it is at the wrong end of the road and the problems at the junction of Tan-y-Foel and Chapel Lane remain.
3. Broken kerbs by No 1 Orchard Green.  Done
4. Potholes on Penyfoel. (These are down for repair and job sheet done) Still not done and Cllr James reported that the situation is getting worse.
5. New fencing needed by Williams Bridge to prevent vehicles being washed into field in the event of a flood. Nothing done
6. Potholes before the Bridge on Carreghofa Lane. Nothing done
 
He has also discussed the matter of raised grids on the A483 were but as this is a Trunk Road issue he has contacted the Trunk Road Agent and will report back.
Cllr Hall has raised the following issues:-
1. Hedge opposite Carreghofa School Gates is encroaching on the road. 
2. It would appear there is a drainage issue by the new speed hump at Parc Llwyfen (opposite where the new road for the canal will be). Picture attached. 

Cllr James said that the cutting near the ‘Darwin sign’ is very narrow and brambles and saplings are growing and causing an obstruction.

The Clerk said that he would report back to County Cllr Arwel Jones
ACTION:  Clerk


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report

10.3. Village Hall
Cllr Jones said that Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council has stopped cars from parking on the playing field. Owners must now use the Village Hall car park. So far there has been no problem.

	
Correspondence
11.1. Matters for decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	28th June
	Information update – Free training places

	One Voice Wales
	31st July
	Grant Funding newsletter – July 2026

	Powys C. C. Planning via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd August
	Update on planning application for Williams Bridge

	Carol Davies Clerk: Llandrinio and Arddleen C.C.
	5th August
	Llandrinio Bridge survey

	Welsh Government via OVW
	5th August
	Help spread the word about public appointments

	Llanrhaeadr Community Council
	5th August
	Closure of Llanrhaeadr Branch Surgery – Public meeting

	Powys Public Service Board
	8th August
	Wellbeing Annual Report

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	8th August
	Update on Highways and Byways

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	New Pothole Pro arrives in Powys as highways crews begin specialist training 

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	8th August
	Welsh Firefighters Prepare for Landmark 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb in Atlanta |

	One Voice Wales
	18th August
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources

	One Voice Wales
	18th August
	Training dates August - September

	Cwmpas
	18th August
	Perthin grants for communities

	Brity First Aid
	18th August
	Free first aid page for Carreghofa

	Play Wales
	20th August
	Monthly update

	One Voice Wales
	21st August
	Training dates September - December

	One Voice Wales
	25th August
	Additional training dates September - December

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	27th August
	Thanking communities during unprecedented demand

	PAVO
	27th August
	Dyfed / Powys Police Fraud awareness training

	One Voice Wales
	28th August
	Funding newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	1st September
	E bulletin 29

	One Voice Wales
	2nd September
	Innovative practice conference

	Powys County Council
	3rd September
	Keeping healthy in Powys events

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	7th September
	Response re Chapel Lane issues

	One Voice Wales
	7th September
	Joint on-line conference with SLCC – Moving toward the 2027 elections

	Llanrhaeadr Y M Community Council 
	7th September
	Reminder of meeting re closure of Llanrhaeadr GP surgery – 10th September

	Mid & West Wales Fire & rescue Service
	7th September
	Try a Firefighter Experience Day this September

	One Voice Wales
	7th September
	Letter to Community Councils – Community Boundary Reviews

	Parish Online 
	8th September
	Newsletter

	Sarah Pocock PCSO
	8th September
	Update

	Machynlleth Town Council 
	9th September
	Letter Mr David Farnsworth, Assistant Director of Community Services at the Powys Teaching Health Board

	Powys Teaching Health Board
	9th September
	Advance notice: Better Together Pre-Consultation Business Case 

	Dyfed Powys Police & Crime Commissioner
	10th September
	Bulletin

	Green GEN Cymru
	18th September
	Vyrnwy Frankton project. Update on pylons

	Llanymynech & Pant P.C.
	18th September
	Agenda & Papers for September meeting

	One Voice Wales
	18th September
	E bulletin 30

	Codi Trust
	23rd September
	Funding available for schools, sports clubs and community groups across Wales 




	
12. Any Other Business
12.1.   County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he had procured a wreath for the Remembrance Day parade.

12.2.  Cllr Savage asked if there was any further progress on the Code of Conduct training. The Chairman said that on both occasions we had been unable to connect to the training. The Clerk was asked to go back to Powys C. C.
ACTION:  Clerk

12.3.  The Chairman asked if the website and Facebook page could be refreshed.
ACTION:   Cllrs Hall and Parry


	13.      Date of the next meeting:
Tuesday 27th October 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
ACTION: All to note.







Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
Page 4

