Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 25th November 2025
  at Llanymynech Village Hall 
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th October 2025  (previously circulated)
4    Matters arising from the minutes.

5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Draft Budget 2026 / 2027

5.3.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7.
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal Restoration project 
7.2.
Council leaflet

7.3.
Draft Training Plan




(Cllrs Done and Savage)
7.4
Anti-littering signs 




(Cllr Done)
7.5.
Donation Request – St. Agatha’s Clock maintenance
7.6.
Shop enforcement notice
7.7.
National Park consultation 
7.8.
One Voice Wales AGM

7.9
Green GEN Cymru consultation on a new 132 kV electricity connection

7.10
County Councillor’s update (standing item)

7.11.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)
8.
Amenities
8.1.
Walls Bridge Playground
8.2.
Football Field
9
Highways and Byways

9.1.
Road repairs, verges & potholes
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1
Burial Board 
10.2
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

11.
Correspondence

11.1
For decision
11.2
To note.
12
Any other business
13.
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 25th November 2025
Item 4 

 Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.

Ref: item 6.1.
Parking by the Canal  (County Cllr Arwel Jones)

4.2.

Ref: item 7.4.  Website – Additional services    (Clerk)
4.3

Ref: item 7.7.
Sustainable Powys meeting (Cllrs Done and Savage)

4.4

Ref: item 10.2. Powys C. C. Town and Community Councils meeting (County Cllr 

Arwel Jones)
4.5.

Ref: item 12.1 
 Powys Recycling Centre 
Item 5.
  
Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 20th November 2025 were as follows:-

Deposit account:  
 £6678.21
Current account:   
 £1273.58
Pension account  
 £    76.41
5.2
Draft Budget 2026 / 2027
DRAFT BUDGET 2026 / 2027

All figures have been rounded to the nearest £1
General Comments
For the past few years the Community Council has kept its Precept at the same level. This was to help electors in a difficult time financially but also because our Internal auditor had recommended that the Council reduced the level of reserves that it had.

The Council is now in a position where it must increase its Precept. To raise the Precept to a level that would meet the demands on the Council we  would need to increase by around 7%. In order that the Precept increase is close to the September rate of inflation I have included the use of some reserves in the budget. I have also reduced a number of budget heads which have traditionally been underspent.

2026 / 27 must be a year when prudence must be our watchword.
	EXPENDITURE
	Expenditure
	Extrapolated
	Budget 
	Proposed Budget
	Notes

	
	to Sept 2024
	year End
	2025 / 26
	2026 / 27
	 

	Administration
	0
	0
	0
	30
	1

	Audit
	717
	717
	975
	900
	2

	Capital Projects
	0
	0
	2500
	500
	3

	Donations
	0
	300
	1000
	500
	4

	Election Expenses
	0
	0
	0
	600
	5

	Expenses (travel etc.) Staff
	0
	0
	100
	25
	6

	Expenses (travel etc.) Councillors
	0
	0
	100
	50
	7

	Grounds maintenance
	1866
	2850
	4200
	4200
	8

	Insurance
	741
	741
	940
	750
	9

	Membership of Outside Bodies
	0
	138
	135
	144
	10

	Miscellaneous 
	113
	150
	488
	150
	11

	Payroll management
	0
	470
	490
	490
	12

	Pension Fund
	0
	0
	0
	0
	13

	Rents
	144
	340
	400
	355
	14

	Salaries
	3398
	6018
	6300
	6300
	15

	Training
	0
	60
	100
	100
	16

	Web-site
	583
	583
	600
	600
	17

	TOTAL
	7562
	12417
	18328
	15744
	

	INCOME
	
	
	
	
	

	Repayment of VAT
	0
	1000
	1000
	1000
	18

	Interest
	72
	146
	200
	200
	19

	From Reserves
	0
	0
	5388
	2000
	20

	PRECEPT REQUIREMENT
	
	
	
	12544
	


Notes:

1. Administration. There has been no expenditure against this head for the past few years as any expenses have been taken from Petty Cash. Our Internal Auditor has recommended that Petty Cash is discontinued and all payments made directly through the accounts.  I have, therefore made a small amount available for items such as postage.
2. Audit: This is the first year for some time when we have had invoices both from the Internal and External auditors. Nonetheless I prefer to act with caution and  have reduced last year’s budget by only £75.

3. Capital Projects: Given the need for prudence while we rebuild our reserves, we cannot afford to embark on major capital expenditure unless we can raise funds from outside our own resources. I have, therefore reduced the capital budget for next year to £500

4. Donations: For many years we have maintained a generous donations budget but, despite advertising the fact that funding is available we have not had many requests for financial assistance. There were no requests this year until the September meeting when Council agreed a donation of £50 to the Village Hall for the maintenance of the public toilets. We have a request for assistance with the maintenance of the Church Clock which will be presented at the November meeting. I do not expect other demands to exceed £300 this year. I have set a budget of £500 which, while a considerable reduction on previous years I believe will be sufficient to meet demand.

5. Elections: We have never in my time as Clerk (since 2014) had a contested election. However, Powys County Council recommends that councils make provision for this eventuality so I have set a budget of £600.

6. Expenses Staff:  There has been no expenditure on this head for some years. I have, therefore reduced the amount by 75%

7. Expenses Councillors: This, as for staff in paragraph 6 above, has not been used. However, with a greater interest in training and the likelihood of some activity on this head I have reduced the budget by 50%

8. Grounds Maintenance:  The Council’s contractors have indicated that they do not intend increasing their fees next year. On this basis I have kept the budget at the    2025 / 25 amount as follows:  Routine maintenance £3864 (4 x £966 per quarter) + £336 for one off work.
9. Insurance: The Council is on a 5 year contract so the amount should remain the same.

10. Membership of outside bodies: uplifted for inflation

11. Miscellaneous: This head has been used only to purchase plants for the new planters and for some graffiti remover for use on  the football field. I have therefore set the budget at the expected end of year outcome.

12. Payroll Management: We have not, as yet, had an invoice for payment this year. I have, therefore, set the budget at the previous year’s amount uplifted for inflation.

13. Pension Fund: This heading is currently dormant.

14. I have set the budget uplifted for inflation for the Village Hall plus £100 to Lewis Brothers for the rental of the Football Field.

15. Salaries:  Salaries have been uplifted for inflation but, I am confident that this can be accommodated at the same rate as in 2025 / 26.

16. Training: Despite there being no call against this heading so far this year, in view of the raised interest in training I have retained the budget at its current rate.

17. Website: Uplifted for inflation.

18. VAT: A claim for £702 has been submitted for the period February to August 2025. I estimate another £300 should be claimed by the year end.

19. Interest: Interest payments have reduced as the banks have reduced their rates. Nonetheless I have set the busget at last year’s figure.

20. Reserves: In an effort to keep any increase in the Precept to a realistic level I have included £2000 from reserves. I believe this to be manageable; indeed, if there is no contested election and other heads are managed with prudence, we may not need to call upon reserves at all.
Council is asked to approve the Draft Budget

5.3.
Approval of Payments
Cllr Savage for invoice from Defib Store for new defibrillator pads  -  £150.00
Mrs Helen Williams – Purchase of bulbs and compost for planters  -  £46.44

Council is asked to approve the above payments
Item 6.

Planning

6.1.  Application Reference: 25/1630/LBC Grid Reference: E:326542 N: 320914 

Proposal: External and internal works to include refurbishment to doors and windows Site Address: 2 The Gardd , Llanymynech, SY22 6EX, 
This is a Listed Buildings application and is available to view on the Powys C. C, website.

Council is asked if it wishes to comment on this application.
Item 7

Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
 Verbal update  -  Chairman

7.2.
Council leaflet

Verbal update  -  Chairman
7.3.
Draft Training Plan
Verbal update  -  Cllrs Done and Savage
 
7.4.
Anti-littering signs
 Following investigations by Cllr Done the Council has received a quotation of   £236.88 (£197.40 + VAT)  for 14 Vinyl Printed, Laminated & Mounted signs. Cllr Done has circulated the design for the signs to councillors.

Council is asked if it wishes to proceed with the purchase of anti-littering signs 
.
7.5.      Donation Request  -  St. Agatha’s Clock
Subsequent to discussion at the October meeting I wrote to Mrs Sevant, the Assistant Treasurer of St. Agatha’s Parochial Church Council and received the following information:-

Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council has made a donation of  £82 this year towards the maintenance of the Church Clock.  Mrs Sevant has further pointed out that the Church has also paid the sum of £234 to the Cumbria Clock Co. this year but she does not state what this was for.

As far as I am aware neither council appears to have been approached for a donation towards this sum. I, therefore, recommend that the Council matches the sum already given by Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council and no further action is taken unless another request is made by St. Agatha’s P. C. C.

Council is asked if it wishes to make a donation and, if yes, to determine the amount to be given
7.6.
Shop Enforcement Notice
I n October 2024 The Council decided to request a Planning Enforcement Notice on the following grounds as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 1992, Schedule 3 set out below:-

2B.    Description.

An advertisement relating to any person, partnership or company separately carrying on a profession, business or trade at the premises where it is displayed.

2B.    Conditions and Limitations.

(1) No advertisement may exceed 0.3 square metre in area.

(2) No character or symbol on the advertisement may be more than 0.75 metre in height, or 0.3 metre in an area of special control.

(3) No part of the advertisement may be more than 4.6 metres above ground level, or 3.6 metres in an area of special control.

(4) Not more than one such advertisement is permitted for each person, partnership or company or, in the case of premises with entrances on different road frontages, one such advertisement at each of two such entrances.

(5) Illumination is not permitted unless the advertisement states that medical or similar services or supplies are available on the premises and the illumination is in a manner reasonably required to fulfil the purpose of the advertisement.

In this month the Clerk received the following reply:-

An assessment has been undertaken in relation to the condition and presentation of the shop frontage in Llanymynech.  While it is acknowledged that the display may not be visually appealing, the responsibility for its upkeep lies with the property owner, and the current arrangement reflects their personal choice.

The posters affixed to the frontage are not considered to constitute permanent fixtures or structures. As such, they do not meet the threshold required to be classified as a formally "Untidy Site" under planning legislation.

It is therefore concluded that the presence and condition of the posters do not result in a level of harm sufficient to warrant formal enforcement action. The situation does not appear to be irreversible or indicative of a permanent degradation of the site.

This response appears to ignore that the shop is located in a conservation are.

Council is asked to decide what further action, if any, it will take in this matter
7.7.
National Park Consultation
County Cllr Arwel Jones has reminded the Council that the consultation on the formation of a National Park in North Wales is about to end. National Resources Wales has circulated the following message to  interested parties :-
With less than a month to go until the statutory consultation closes, people are being encouraged to attend an event and submit their response to the proposed Glyndŵr National Park

Council is asked to decide whether it wishes to express an opinion in the matter
7.8.
One Voice Wales AGM.

The Clerk has been sent the agenda for the Annual General Meeting of One Voice Wales that will be held remotely on Wednesday 21 January 2025 from 6.00pm until 8.00pm. The timing of the meeting has been set to ensure that any councillors who have daytime work commitments or responsibility for collecting children from school have the opportunity of representing their council. One Voice Walkes:-
a. Invites the council to nominate a councillor to attend the Annual General Meeting as well as a substitute member who may only attend if the nominated representative is unable to attend due to unforeseen circumstances.

b. Asks the council to consider the motions for debate and provide the nominated councillor with a mandate for them to vote on the motions.

Closer to the date any one nominated as a  representative will be sent the link to the virtual meeting, a copy of the Agenda and also any relevant papers for the meeting.  
An early agenda will be  available at the meeting  for anyone interested 
Council is asked whether it wishes to nominate a councillor to represent Carreghofa C. C. at the AGM.
7.9.
Green GEN Cymru consultation on a new 132 kV electricity connection
The following was sent to County Cllr Arwel Jones who forwarded it to Carreghofa C. C. for consideration:
As you may be aware, Green GEN Cymru is proposing a new 132 kV electricity connection, including a collector substation near Cefn Coch and a switching station near Lower Frankton, Shropshire.   

We held our statutory consultation between 19 February and 16 April of this year. During our consultation we engaged with members of the community, elected representatives, landowners and specialist bodies to share their views on our proposals. The feedback we received was detailed and highlighted specific issues along with broad themes for us to consider.   

We are now sharing our Feedback Summary Report. You can find it here on our website.   

The report provides a summary of feedback and how it's been considered, along with an overview of the consultation. At the point of submitting our planning application, we'll publish our Consultation Report, which will set out in detail the feedback received and how we have responded to it.    

Since the close of our consultation, we've carefully reviewed each piece of feedback, including specific suggestions for design changes such as repositioning a pylon, and considered the findings of ongoing environmental and engineering surveys.   

This process has identified some areas where there is potential to make minor proposed changes of pylon locations and the route alignment. We'll also be updating our plans around the switching station near Lower Frankton to reflect new information given to us by National Grid, and at the collector substation near Cefn Coch.   

We will be holding targeted consultations to give those who will be affected by the proposed changes the opportunity to provide location specific feedback on the changes closest to them, before we submit our application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) in 2026.  

We remain committed to engaging with the community and relevant organisations and will be in touch with details on when the targeted consultation will be held, the areas of proposed change, and how to provide feedback in early 2026.  

Council is asked to note the report pending further consultation in 2026.
7. 10 
County Councillor’s Update (standing item)

(County Cllr. Arwel Jones)
7.11.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)  
(Chairman)
Item 8

Amenities


8.1 
Works at Walls Bridge
Update

8.3.
Football Field 
Update
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.1
Road Repairs & Potholes
Update from councillors and County Cllr Arwel Jones
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board  
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 11 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	30th October
	Workshop – Local Resolution Protocol

	GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection targeted

consultation and community update



	County Cllr Arwel Jones 
	3rd November
	Closure of the road for the installation of a new Williams Bridge



	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	Updates from October meeting of Carreghofa Community  Council.

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd November
	Query re Recycling Centre



	Ashley Collins: Powys C. C.
	4th November
	Recycling set fees, Response to query from County Cllr Arwel Jones

	Powys County Council
	6th November
	Highways, Transport & Recycling newsletter

	Citizens Advice Powys
	6th November
	Independent Assessment 

	Russell George MS
	6th November
	November Newsletter

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	11th November
	Update of speeding from GoSafe

	One Voice Wales
	13th November
	Free training places

	Powys County Council
	18th November
	Warm spaces funding

	Welsh Government via OVW
	18th November
	Regional Energy Strategic Plans

	Play Wales
	19th November
	November e bulletin

	Powys County Council
	20th November
	Living in Powys – on line survey


Item 12.
Any other business from councillors
Item 13. 
Date of the next meeting  
There is no meeting in December. The next meeting will be held on 

Tuesday 27th January 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
.
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