Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 28th October 2025
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Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 28th October 2025
Item 4 

 Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.

Ref: item 7.4.  Website – Additional services
4.2.

Ref 12.2  All Wales  Play Opportunity Small Grant
4.3.

Ref 12.4.  Montytrax
Item 5.
  
Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 24th July 2025 were as follows:-

Deposit account:  
 £ 8178.21
Current account:   
 £ 949.06
Pension account  
 £ 76.47
5.2.
Half Year Financial Statement      
Carreghofa Community Council

Half Year Statement of Accounts of 2025 / 2026
1st April 2025 – 30th September 2025

INCOME

	Item
	Budget
	Budget 
	Actual
	Variance
	Notes 

	 
	 
	to date
	 
	 
	 

	Precept
	11770.00
	7846.67
	7847.00
	0.33
	1

	Repayment of VAT
	1000.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Miscellaneous
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Interest
	200.00
	100.00
	72.40
	-27.60
	2

	From Reserves
	5388.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	TOTAL
	18358
	7946.67
	7919.40
	--27.27
	


EXPENDITURE

	Item
	Budget
	Budget 
To date
	Actual
	Variance
	 Notes

 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Administration
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Audit
	975.00
	717.00
	717.00
	0
	3

	Bank Charges
	80.00
	40.00
	25.40
	-14.6
	4

	Capital Projects
	2500.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Donations
	1000.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Election Expenses
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Expenses (staff)
	100.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Expenses (Councillors)
	100.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Grounds maintenance
	4200.00
	2100.00
	1866.00
	--234.00
	5

	Insurance
	940.00
	940.00
	741.26
	-198.74
	

	Membership of outside bodies
	135.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Miscellaneous
	408.00
	204.00
	113.00
	-91.00
	6

	Payroll management
	490.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Pension Fund
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Petty Cash
	30.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Rents
	400.00
	200.00
	144.00
	-56.00
	7

	Salaries
	6300.00
	3150.00
	3398.46
	248.46
	8

	Training
	100.00
	0
	0
	0
	

	Website
	600.00
	583.19
	583.19
	0
	9

	TOTAL
	18358.00
	7934.19
	7588.31
	-345.88
	


BANK  RECONCILIATION

	Deposit Account as at 1st April 2025
	8759.43

	Current Account as at 1st April 2025
	595.37

	Pension Account as at 1st April 2025
	75.75

	Total in Bank as at 1st April 2025
	9430.55

	 
	

	Income as at 30th September 2025
	7919.40

	Expenditure as at 30th September 2025
	7588.31

	Income / expenditure
	331.09

	Less cheques unpresented
	

	 
	

	Deposit Account as at  30th September 2025
	9178.21

	Current Account as at 30th September 2025
	507.06

	Pension Account as at 30th September 2025
	76.37

	Total in Bank as at 30th September 2024
	9761.64


  Petty Cash held  -  £5.65
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

General Statement

The amounts shown for some Budget Heads are ½  of the total for the year. In other cases the amount reflects the exact position to the 30th September e.g. we have only a single insurance payment  which is, therefore, shown as the full year amount
Where lines are shown as 0, no activity has taken place so far this year.

The following notes follow the numbering in the accounts:-

1. Precept 1st payment received 30th April £3924.00; 2nd payment received 28th August £3923
2. Interest   Deposit account: 71.78;  Pension account: 0.62
3. Audit: Internal Audit £390.00  External Audit (2023/24) £327.00

4. Bank Charges:  £25.40. HSBC has now informed us that it will no longer be levying bank charges on our accounts.

5. Grounds Maintenance: One off work  £900.00; 2nd Quarter £966.00 (the 1st Quarter was paid in March 2025 prior to the new contractors taking up the work)

6. Miscellaneous:  Graffiti remover for use on the Football Field £13.00; Plants for Planters £100.00

7. Rents: April to September at £24 per month = £144.00

8. Salaries: Clerk: £:2331.80  HMRC (PAYE) £1066.66. The overspending is due to an increase in salary although this was built into the 2025 / 26 budget and demands from HMRC (see item 5.2. in the September 2025 papers for the meeting. This is currently being investigated)

9. Website: hosting for 2025 /26 £583.19
5.3.
External Audit 2024 / 25

Audit Wales has now returned the audit documents for 2024 / 25. Although they state that there are no matters for concern, they have given a qualified opinion based on the assertions set out below. I have commented on these in blue text.

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 of Carreghofa Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. Audit opinion: Qualified 
Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:
In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:
 • Assertion 2: The Council has not met its obligation under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 to create and publish a training plan.
I was not aware that we had to have a published training plan. This has never been mentioned in all the time that I have been clerk. I recommend that one or more councillors is delegated to draw up a plan. 
• Assertion 6: The Council did not provide a minute reference indicating when their annual return was approved and we were unable to identify approval of the annual return within the minutes.
The minute reference was clearly stated and the matter is recorded in the June minutes
 • Assertion 6: Section 50 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 requires the Council to publish its audited accounts online. 
This and assertion 9 below were unfortunately missed this year, probably due to the matter coinciding with the change of chairman. I will forward these to the Chairman for publication on the website.
• Assertion 9: The Council did not meet the requirements set out in the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 to provide opportunity for public inspection of the accounts.

Approval of Payments
M.I. & T. E. M. Pritchard -  Grounds maintenance Contract – 3rd Quarter  £966.00
Council is asked to grant approval for this payment
Item 6.

Planning

6.1. 
AMENDED PROPOSALS CONSULTATION Reference: 25/0544/FUL Grid Reference: E: 325363 N: 319854 
Proposal: Construction of a lift bridge to carry B4398 over the Montgomery Canal including provision of safety barriers and warning signage, landscaping together with removal of remains of former bridge structure Site Address: Lift Canal Bridge At Site Of Former Williams Bridge, Llanymynech, Powys, 
If you wish to make any comments on the amended proposals then these must be made in writing to the above address within 21 days of the date of this letter. (9th October 2025)
Council is asked how it wants to respond to this application.
6.2
Application Ref:  25/1140/FUL Land Between Montgomery Canal And River Vyrnwy NE Of Pentreheylin Hall Newbridge Llanymynech Powys
This matter was held over from the September meeting due to the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones

Proposal:  Construction of a nature reserve together with associated works including temporary construction access, compound and landscaping
Council should note that this application has not, to date, been received by the Community Council.  County Cllr Arwel Jones has made the following request to the Planning Department

I refer to the above application and would welcome if the application could be determined by the Committee.

Main reasons being the Highways Issues and the amount of HGV movements during the construction period and the flooding implications following completion of the project as this area of land is well known for its flooding via the river Vyrnwy.

I would welcome confirmation that my request has been accepted.

Item 7

Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Verbal update  -  Chairman
Richard Harrison from the Canal River Trust has contacted us and informed us that he has now taken lead role for Temporary Road Closure: B4398 WILLIAMS BRIDGE, LLANYMYNECH (22 Oct 2025 - 22 Apr 2026) and confirms it will be postponed but will be rescheduled early January 2026.  He will keep us posted and will update the notice as soon as we receive instructions on the new dates.

 
7.2.
Council leaflet

Verbal update  -  Chairman
7.3.
Hard to let properties
This matter was held over from the September meeting due to the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones

This item has been requested by County Cllr Arwel Jones who writes:-
A 2 bedroomed flat is available for rent at Tanyfoel, Llanymynech.

Could this be put on this month's agenda and mentioned in the minutes so that the word can spread around.

7.4
Code of Conduct Training
The following was received from Carol Johnson Democratic services Officer at Powys C. C.:-

Thank you for responding to the first or second email regarding the opportunity to purchase the Code of conduct training recording.

 

The original cost of £30 was if all town and community councils took up the opportunity to buy the recording.  However, due to the numbers stating they wish to do this, the cost is now £60.  We consider this is still value for money as we understand that One Voice Wales provides training at a cost of £376 per council. 

 

I would be grateful if you could confirm that you still wish to purchase this training.  Please let me know ASAP and by 31 October, 2025.
Council us asked if it wishes to take part in this initiative at the revised price.
7.5.
Defibrillator Pads
Cllr Savage has advised that the defibrillator pads will expire on December 9th. These will need replacing. Cllr savage recommends that the Community Council order new pads so that they can be fitted before the expiry date.
Council is asked to agree to the purchase of new defibrillator pads.
.

7.6.      Donation Request  -  St. Agatha’s Clock
A request has been made from Pam Savant, Assistant Treasurer, St. Agatha’s Parish Church for a donation towards the maintenance of the church clock.

In previous years the Council has jointly contributed with Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council. Last year the Council donated £117. 

Since this request was made Cllr Savage has said that she has been told by members of the PCC that the clock belongs to the parish and the money that is paid towards its maintenance is not technically a donation but a cost to the ‘parish’ that has always been split between the two councils. When  asked where this is stipulated, she was referred to a book. An extract is attached to these papers but the wording that is used to support this claim is as follows:-

The Clock was given to the Parish of Llanymynech in 1844 by Richard Roberts. The inscription on the outer framework of the clock reads as follows;

Presented to the Parish by the maker Rd Roberts
There is no evidence in Carreghofa’s archives of the clock being given to the Parish Council. Indeed, in 1844 neither Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council or Carreghofa Community Council were in being. Parish Councils in England were formed by the Local Government Act 1894 and Community Councils in Wales by the Local Government Act 1972.

It is more likely that the reference to the Parish refers to the Ecclesial Parish of Llanymynech within the Diocese of Lichfield.

I maintain the position that I took with Mrs Savant that the money paid by the Community Council is a donation and not a right. Nonetheless the Community Council has made an annual donation to support the maintenance of the clock and Council may wish to do so again this year.
Council is asked if it wishes to make a donation and, if yes, to determine the amount to be given
7.7.
Sustainable Powys Meeting
The following has been received from the leader of Powys C. C.

	 

I am writing to invite you to the next Town and Community Council Sustainable Powys meeting.

 

This invite is for up to two representatives of your town or community council. This can be any representative, whoever you feel is best placed to represent and feedback.

 

There are five meeting locations and dates, one for each core area, the information is below:

 

Core Area
Date
Time
Location
Ystradgynlais

20/11/2025

19:00 - 21:00

The Welfare

Brecon

26/11/2025

19:00 - 21:00

The Foundry

Llandrindod

26/11/2025

19:00 - 21:00

County Hall

Welshpool

27/11/2025

19:00 - 21:00

The Livestock Market

Newtown

27/11/2025

19:00 - 21:00

Hafren Theatre

 

 

Agenda Item
Why we're here and what this is all about

Short updates from issues raised at the last meeting – you said we did

Resource hub review – demonstration, and how is it working for you?

PAVO community engagement work commissioned by Powys - what it is, how to get involved etc.

Case studies from localities

Spring meetings - bringing in the community and engaging with the emerging Local Development Plan




Please note that the Leader states that the meeting will not be able to provide any responses to questions raised regarding the current consultation topics:

 

· Gypsy and Traveller accommodation needs - site options

· Farm Estate policy

· Bull Dingle

Council is asked to decide if it wishes to send representatives to one of the sustainable Powys meetings.

7.8.
Briefing session for councillors regarding the proposed Newtown Health and Wellbeing Campus
The following has been received from Carys Williams, Clinical Change Manager, North Powys Wellbeing Programme.

 

We are pleased to invite a representative of your council to a short online briefing session to update them on the latest information regarding the proposed Newtown Health and Wellbeing Campus.

 

The session takes place online on Tuesday November 4th at 5pm and we should be finished by 6pm.

 

If you would like a representative of your town or community council to attend this, please reply to this email address and we will send you the link to the Teams meeting.
Council is asked to decide if it wishes to nominate representatives to join this meeting.

7.9
St. David’s Day Celebration Fund

An email was received from the Welsh Government and circulated to councillors. Cllr Hall has asked for this to be considered by Council.

The communication reads:-

	The First Minister of Wales Eluned Morgan will today announce a new fund for communities across Wales to help them celebrate St David's Day next year.

	Applications will open today for activities aimed at bringing communities together around the day of Wales' patron saint Dewi Sant, on 1st March. Activities could include parades, music performances, community workshops, traditional Welsh folk dancing (twmpathau) or food-based events.  

The Welsh Government has allocated £1 million for the 2026 St David's Day celebrations.  

Organisations will be able to apply for three levels of funding, from small community groups to major national organisations.

Local groups can apply for grants from £500 to £5,000 to deliver local or neighbourhood events. Up to £20,000 will be available for regional organisations, such as local authorities, and up to £40,000 for Wales-wide organisations to deliver nationwide activities. 


Council is asked whether it wishes to apply for a grant.

7.10 
County Councillor’s Update (standing item)

(County Cllr. Arwel Jones)
7.11.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)  
(Chairman)
Item 8

Amenities


8.1 
Works at Walls Bridge
Update

8.2.
Olive Nial’s Bench
At the last meeting the Council decided to purchase the Highbarn 3-Seater bench, (1.5m) at  £385.54 Per Unit + VAT = £462.65  from GeViews. 

The bench is described as   Zero-Maintenance 100% High Grade Recycled Plastic Stainless Steel Fixings. It has a 25 Year Guarantee and includes secure delivery 
Since then, I have been in touch with Kieran Wells, the Commercial Manager who states that:-

 the bench will arrive fully assembled and ready to go. The bench weighs 73kg.

 

We can offer both Hard and Soft Ground Anchoring Kits, if you can advise what ground it will be going on I can send over prices for you.

 

We're currently looking at a 4-5 weeks lead time from payment date

8.3.
Football Field 
8.3.1 Installation of a Portaloo.  -  update from the Chairman
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.1
Road Repairs & Potholes
Update from councillors and County Cllr Arwel Jones
9.1.2.
A483 and Chapel Lane Junction - visibility
Following the decision made at the September meeting I wrote to the Highways department as follow:-
I am Clerk to Carreghofa Community Council. The Community Council has concerns about the  junction of Chapel Lane Llanymynech with the A483 trunk road. The issue is with regard to visibility when pulling out onto the main road. It is currently very difficult to see oncoming traffic from the Welshpool direction, which poses a safety concern.
With the impending closure of the road leading to Newbridge until April 2025, it is likely that traffic from the Welshpool direction will increase significantly. As well as the traffic increasing on the crossroads the Council feels that the closure will result in drivers cutting through Tanyfoel / Chapel Lane to use the junction as a quicker method, and this will  further exacerbate the issue
. 

I should be  grateful if the County Council would assess whether any improvements could be made such as moving the hedge line back or the installation of a mirror to enhance safety at this junction.
Michael Donkin

Clerk.

I have had a formal acknowledgment and am awaiting a reply.

Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board  
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 11 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	Russell George MS
	2nd October
	October newsletter

	Mid and West Wales Fore and Rescue Service
	3rd October
	Calon Tan – Autumn edition

	Windfall  - Mid Wales Community Energy Trust
	7th October
	Upcoming deadline-Up to £30k for Community Sustainability Projects in Montgomeryshire



	The Politics Project via OVW
	7th October
	Votes at 16 - media training for young people



	Powys County Council
	8th October
	Code of Conduct Training

	Powys County Council 
	13th October
	 AMENDED PROPOSALS CONSULTATION Reference: 25/0544/FUL Grid Reference: E: 325363 N: 319854 Proposal: Construction of a lift bridge to carry B4398 over the Montgomery Canal

	Calon Hearts
	13th October
	‘Shocktober’

	Powys County Council
	13th October
	Memorial safety in council cemeteries

	Play Wales
	16th October
	October e bulletin

	University of South Wales via OVW
	16th October
	Shaping the future of public services events

	One Voice Wales
	16th October
	Joint SLCC / OVW event

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	20th October
	Agenda and Papers for next meeting

	Powys County Council
	20th October
	Planning Decision notice

	Powys County Council via Cllr Arwel Jones
	20th October
	New fund from Welsh Government for communities across Wales, to help them celebrate St David's Day


Item 12.
Any other business from councillors
Item 13. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
Budget setting meeting.

.

6

