Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 30th September 2025
  at Llanymynech Village Hall 
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 29th July 2025  (previously circulated)
4    Matters arising from the minutes.

5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7.
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal Restoration project 
7.2.
Council leaflet

7.3.
Hard to let properties

7.4
Website – Additional services

7.5.
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8.2.
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Highways and Byways

9.1.
Road repairs, verges & potholes
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies
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10.2
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11.1
For decision
11.2
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Any other business
13.
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 30th September 2025
Item 4 

 Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.

Ref: item 5.4.  Approval of payments

4.2.

Ref: item 6.1.2.  Planning issue at Wern
4.3.

Ref: item 8.2 Code of Conduct training

4.4.

Ref: item 12.1 flood warning signs

4.5.

Ref: item 12.2. Sustainable food places

Item 5.
  
Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 24th July 2025 were as follows:-

Deposit account:  
 £ 9678.21 The second tranche of the Precept, £3923 was received on 29th August.
Current account:   
 £ 612.16
Pension account  
 £ 76.37
5.2.      Approval of Payments
During the August break I received  a letter from HMRC  dated 11th August 2025, telling me that the Community Council owed £139.03 on Month 3 PAYE.
 I contacted HMRC and explained that as the Council does not meet until September I couldn't pay until the amount was authorised. I also pointed out that I have always paid the amount that Powys C. Cs payroll department said was due.
The person that I spoke to was, to say the least,  unhelpful and said that the correct amount is £216.43 per month due on the 22nd of the month. We have consistently paid HMRC on the 1st of each month. She further said that if I didn't pay, the Council would accrue interest each day and the matter would be handed to a debt collection agency.
 She also said that the matter was "above her pay grade".
In the event, using the  functional powers to the clerk to act in respect of urgent business arising between meetings delegated to me at the AGM,  I have paid the outstanding amount and increased future standing order payments to £216.43.

 

I have referred this to Powys C. C. payroll who are following the matter up. They are convinced that their figures are correct.
Council is asked to grant retrospective approval for this payment
Item 6.

Planning

6.1. 
Application Ref: 25/1264/TRE Grid Ref: E: 326708 N: 320793 
Proposal: Works to Lime Tree within Conservation area Location: Llanymynech Church, Rectory Lane , Llanymynech

Council is asked how it wants to respond to this application.
6.2
Application Ref:  25/1140/FUL Land Between Montgomery Canal And River Vyrnwy NE Of Pentreheylin Hall Newbridge Llanymynech Powys
Proposal:  Construction of a nature reserve together with associated works including temporary construction access, compound and landscaping
Council should note that this application has not, to date, been received by the Community Council.  County Cllr Arwel Jones has made the following request to the Planning Department

I refer to the above application and would welcome if the application could be determined by the Committee.

Main reasons being the Highways Issues and the amount of HGV movements during the construction period and the flooding implications following completion of the project as this area of land is well known for its flooding via the river Vyrnwy.

I would welcome confirmation that my request has been accepted.

Item 7

Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Verbal update  -  Chairman
7.2.
Council leaflet

The Council has agreed to undertake another leaflet drop and the Chairman agreed to produce a draft for consideration. The draft leaflet is attached with these papers. 

Council us asked to agree or amend the leaflet and decide on further action.
7.3.
Hard to let properties
This item has been requested by County Cllr Arwel Jones who writes:-
A 2 bedroomed flat is available for rent at Tanyfoel, Llanymynech.

Could this be put on this month's agenda and mentioned in the minutes so that the word can spread around.

7.4
Website – Additional services

TEEC, the Council’s website provider has sent the following regarding additional, free of charge features. Below are details of how councillors can view the features before the meeting.

We currently have some new features available to you at No additional cost. These features can be added to your existing site, at your request, at any time and include:  

  

· Streamlined links between your website and your Facebook page. The new feature enables you to have your Facebook posts automatically mirrored on the website. Also, your news, notices, and events can be posted to your Facebook page from the website. That provides an efficient way to help build Community engagement.  

  

· The introduction of our Helper Bot. This feature allows end-users to ask questions and provides a seamless response taking them to where they need to go. The helper bot also features a speech to text function which improves accessibility.  The Helper Bot works best when integrated with the new FAQ feature and ensures accurate answers almost every time. 

  

· We've also improved screen space usage within the website. Screen sizes have grown much bigger and so a left-hand navigation menu has been proven to offer improved user accessibility. Top nav is still available but desktop use is now trending toward site layouts that use the whole screen.

 

If you would like to see these upgrades in action, please head to myparishcouncil.co.uk:

· Here you can access the new FAQ page

· The Helper Bot can be found in the bottom left corner by clicking this search icon:

· Ask the Helper Bot by either typing your question or using your microphone. Ask questions like: 'when is the next council meeting scheduled?' Or 'what is WCAG 2.2? and it should get back to you in moments.

· Also check out the alternate left-hand layout style which is ideal for larger screen sizes.

As mentioned, all these features are available to you at No additional cost.

Council is asked to decide it wishes to take up any of the features offered by TEEC.
7.5.
Rights of way project - update
The following update has been received from Calum Carr; Powys Rights of way and Footpaths Officer:-

We have  now completed a good portion of the survey of the rights of way network in the Carreghofa area, and I'm hopeful we'll be able to bring the results back to the council soon so we can agree what might be achieved over the next year.
On a couple of specific matters raised by the council:

· Canal aqueduct steps – I've been in touch with CRT, who believe they are responsible for the steps. I'm waiting to hear whether restoration of the steps will be included in the wider works to the aqueduct.
· Step from the car park onto the canal – From my enquiries, it seems the car park is leased to Powys County Council on a long lease, but the land itself belongs to the pub. I've already followed this up with Councillor Ian Done, and will liaise with him further to see 
how this might be taken forward.

Mr Carr aims to report back with further details by November at the latest.

7.6.      Donation Request – Llanymynech Village Hall

The Following has been received from Llanymynech Village Hall:-
I am writing on behalf of Llanymynech Village Hall to request a financial contribution to help cover the costs of providing toilets that are used by many members of the public. Our hall is open five days a week during school terms and many people pop in and use our facilities.
There is an information sign which directs the public to the hall, and we are happy to provide information to visitors and provide information boards for local groups to highlight themselves and general public information along with the toilets. 
Unfortunately, the costs of ongoing maintenance, cleaning and utility costs for these facilities place a burden on our limited income. We are hoping for a £50.00 donation to help offset these expenses for this year and ensure we can continue offering these facilities.
We are also making a request to Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council.
Please note that the Council’s Donations Policy states:-

· Donations, in the main, should be made for specific projects and not for general running costs or maintenance. Donations for maintenance costs will only be made in exceptional circumstances and only granted on a non-recurring basis.

The clause uses the phrase “in the main” which will allow Council to make a donation if it thinks this is appropriate.  However, the Council does make other revenue grants, specifically for the maintenance of St. Agatha’s church clock. It may be worthwhile revising the policy at the next AGM.

Council is asked if it wishes to make a donation and, if yes, to determine the amount to be given
7.7.
County Councillor’s Update (standing item)

(County Cllr. Arwel Jones)
7.8.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)  
(Chairman)
Item 8

Amenities


8.1 
Works at Walls Bridge
Update

8.2.
Olive Nial’s Bench
Cllr James reported that she has been contacted by a local resident regarding the condition of Olive Nials' memorial bench on Llanymynech Rocks. Upon inspection she found the bench to be in a state of disrepair (photos attached with these papers), with several nails protruding. Cllr James knocked these in to prevent any potential harm. However, further examination revealed that the timber supporting the backrest is rotten, and the frame is loose. 
Cllr Done responded to say that the bench is beyond economic repair. He added that the repair he did last year shows the difference between softwood and hardwood - the old bench components are all softwood - hence the decay. He recommends that the Council looks for a replacement bench made from a treated and varnished hardwood. The price for any suitable replacement will probably be in the region of £500+

Other options are something made from a cast metal / wood combination or a recycled plastic bench.

The Clerk has researched the recycled plastic option and the following is from GE Views Ltd.

The Highbarn Bench (Brown)

Zero-Maintenance 100% High Grade Recycled Plastic Stainless Steel Fixings

25 Year Guarantee

Including Secure Delivery

2-Seater (1.5m) - £330.24 Per Unit  + VAT = £396.29

3-Seater (1.5m) - £385.54 Per Unit + VAT = £462.65

4-Seater (1.8m) - £465.46 Per Unit + VAT = £558.55

When VAT is added the price accords with that quoted by Cllr Done for a hardwood bench.
Council is asked to decide further action.
8.3.
Football Field 
8.3.1 Installation of a Portaloo.
The following was sent by the Football Club via the Council’s Facebook page:-

The Club asks if the Council would  have any objections to the football club having a Portaloo placed between the front hedge and the cage of the Football Field.

The Club will have a proper concrete pad put down with privacy screening in place so it wouldn’t be seen unless people knew where to look . The Club will also  pay for it to be cleaned and emptied on a regular basis and also ensure it is properly secured. 

The Club would look to install the Portaloo as soon as possible to meet the League’s requirement to provide such facilities on  all grounds. 
Cllr Savage made the following observations:-

I think there needs more thought to this and maybe a site visit.

· Where exactly, how far down the space, will it block access to the rest of the area behind the fence? Is there sufficient room as the space is quite narrow

· How will they retrieve any more balls if a toilet is in the way, will it encourage more holes?

· Will it affect the hedge being cut, a tractor mounter cutter

· Will it just be for the season and taken away for the summer months? 

· Will the public have access or will it be locked apart from match times? 

· Shouldn't permission from the land owner be sought? 
n.b. County Cllr Arwel Jones has spoken to the owner of the land, Mr Richard Lewis, and he is more than happy for a mobile toilet be situated in the bottom right-hand corner of the field.

A site visit was arranged and the Chairman will report back to Council.

Council is asked to determine whether to approve this request and, if yes, what conditions should be set.
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.1
Road Repairs & Potholes
9.1.2.
A483 and Chapel Lane Junction - visibility
The following has been received from a resident:-
I am writing to kindly request a review of the Chapel Lane junction, particularly with regard to visibility when pulling out onto the main road. It is currently very difficult to see oncoming traffic from the Welshpool direction, which poses a safety concern.
With the closure of the road leading to Newbridge until April 2025, it is likely that traffic from the Welshpool direction will increase significantly. As well as the traffic increasing on the crossroads which I think will result in drivers cutting through Tanyfoel / Chapel Lane to use the junction as a quicker method, and the further exacerbating the issue
. 

I would be grateful if the council could assess whether any improvements could be made such as moving the hedge line back or the installation of a mirror to enhance safety at this junction.
Council is asked to decide on the appropriate action
9.2.
Speeding

Update from Cllr Done
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board  
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 11 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	Older Peoples’ Commissioner for Wales
	1st August
	July 25 Newsletter

	Powys Engagement
	1st August
	Health Board Approves Continuation of Temporary Service Changes

	Vyrnwy Frankton Connection
	1st August
	Notification of Green GEN Cymru conducting surveys along the Vyrnwy Frankton route

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	1st August
	Draft minutes of the July meeting

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service 
	1st August
	Calon Tân in Brief: July 2025

	Kerry Community Council via OVW
	5th August
	Farm Estates petition

	Russell George MS
	5th August
	August Newsletter

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	All Wales Play Opportunity Small Grant

	Repair Café Wales via OVW
	14th August
	Open Session events

	Clerk: Llandrindod Wells Town Council
	20th August
	Letter from Chair re cross border health services in Powys

	Sustainable Powys
	20th August
	Town and Community Council Resource Hub now live

	One Voice Wales
	20th August
	Biodiversity Team at One Voice Wales



	Welsh Government via OVW
	3rd September
	Consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to broadcast meetings 

	One Voice Wales
	3rd September
	National conference & AGM

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	3rd September
	Chimney fire safety week

	Powys Teaching Health Board 
	3rd September
	Annual General Meeting 

	Powys County Council
	3rd September
	Powys Replacement LDP (2022-2037) 

- Notification of Consultation - Meeting Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs 

	Russell George MS
	3rd September
	September newsletter

	Powys County Council via Arwel Jones
	3rd September
	Powys Council is seeking views on a new draft policy concerning its farm estate 

	One Voice Wales
	3rd September
	Training Dates – September to December

	Owain Glyndwr Society
	10th September
	Event

	One Voice Wales
	10th September
	Biodiversity team

	Keep Wales Tidy via OVW
	10th September
	Free community orchard packages

	Russell Gorge MS
	10th September
	Funding Fair

	Powys County Council
	10th September
	Funding for Community Centres

	Powys County Council
	16th September
	Planning application

	Powys C. C. Housing Department via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	16th September
	Hard to let houses

	Play Wales
	16th September
	Adult Learners’ Week

	Calum Carr
	16th September
	Rights of Way project update

	One Voice Wales
	16th September
	Annual conference reminder

	Keep Wales Tidy via OVW
	22nd September
	Green space and biodiversity Webinars

	20sPlenty
	22nd September
	Press Release

	Powys County Council
	22nd September
	Remembrance Day Road Closures

	Welsh Government Democracy & Boundary Commission
	24th September
	Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026 /  2027


Item 12.
Any other business from councillors
Item 13. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 28th October 2025 at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
.
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